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The dawn.

The dawn was originally the dawning sun; the
twilight, the setting sun. But after a time these
two manifestations became differentiated, giving rise
to an abundant wealth of story and myth. By the
side of dawn and evening, we soon have day and
night, and their various dual representatives, the
Dioskouroi, in Sanskrit the two Asvinau, the twins,
also sky and earth, and their manifold progeny. We
are, in fact, in the very thick of ancient mythology,
and religion.

Audible objects among the "Vedic deities.

All the intangible objects which we have hitherto
considered, were brought near to us, and could all
be tested by the sense of sight. We have now to
consider others, which are brought near to us by the
sense of hearing only, while they withdraw themselves
from all other senses1.

Thunder.

We hear the noise of thunder, but we cannot see
the thunder, nor can we feel, smell, or taste it. An

1 Thus Xenophon says (Mem. iv. 3, 14): ' Consider also that the
sun, who seems to be visible to all, does not allow men to look at Mm
accurately, but takes away the eyesight, if any one tries to stare at
him. You will also find that the ministers of the gods are invisible.
For it is clear that the lightning is sent from above and overcomes all
that is in its way; but it is not seen while it comes, while it strikes, or
while it goes away. Nor are the winds seen, though what they do is
clear to us, and we perceive them approaching.' See also Minucius
Felix, as quoted by Feuerbach, ' Wesen der Religion/ p. 145.